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A. HOPE SCHOLARSHIP ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR DEGREE-

SEEKING STUDENTS ATTENDING PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS 
 
 To be eligible to receive a HOPE Scholarship covering tuition, mandatory fees, 

and providing for a book allowance, a student must meet the following eligibility 
requirements. 

 
 UNIVERSITY SYSTEM RESIDENCY 
 

1. A student attending a Georgia University System institution and who is 
seeking a HOPE Scholarship as a freshman (1st tier) meets the residency 
requirements for purposes of HOPE eligibility if he or she would have met 
the requirements to be classified as a legal resident of Georgia for in-state 
tuition, under Board of Regents policy, at the time of his or her high 
school graduation and at the time of enrollment at a Georgia University 
System institution.  The student may have graduated from an out-of-state 
high school.  For example, the dependent child of military personnel who 
are legal residents of Georgia stationed outside of Georgia. 

 
2. A student attending a Georgia University System institution who is 

seeking a HOPE Scholarship as a freshman (1st tier) meets the residency 
requirements for purposes of HOPE eligibility if he or she receives an out-
of-state tuition wavier from the Georgia University System institution he 
or she is attending, and the student graduated from a Georgia high school 
in 1993 or later.  For example, the dependent child of military personnel 
stationed in Georgia would be eligible. 

 
3. A student attending a Georgia University system institution who is 

entering the HOPE Scholarship Program as a sophomore (2nd tier), a junior 
(3rd tier) or a senior (4th tier) meets the residency requirements for 
purposes of HOPE eligibility if he or she met the requirements to be 
classified as a legal resident of Georgia, under Board of Regents policy, at 



the time he or she first enrolled at a Georgia postsecondary institution to 
seek a degree and continues to meet those requirements, or if the student 
graduated from a Georgia high school in 1993 or later and has met the 
residency requirements for the prior 12 months.  A student who receives 
an out-of-state tuition waiver is not classified as a legal resident of 
Georgia and therefore does not meet the residency requirements for 
purposes of HOPE eligibility. 

 
4. Once a dependent student attending a Georgia University System 

institution has been correctly determined to meet the residency 
requirements for purposes of HOPE and begins receiving HOPE, the 
student will continue to meet the residency requirements, even if his or her 
parents/legal guardians stop being legal residents of Georgia or the student 
no longer qualifies for an out-of-state tuition waiver.  (If the institution 
requires the student to begin paying out-of-state tuition, HOPE will only 
cover the in-state tuition and fee charges.)  If the student has a break in 
enrollment and establishes residency in another state, then he or she must 
re-establish residence for one year before becoming eligible for HOPE 
again. 

 
CITIZENSHIP 
 
A student must be a U. S. citizen or Permanent Resident Alien who meets the 
definition of an eligible non-citizen under federal Title IV requirements. 
 
ENROLLMENT 
 
1. There is no minimum number of hours of enrollment required for 

eligibility.  Full-time enrollment is not a requirement. 
 
2. A student must be admitted, enrolled, and classified as an undergraduate 

student in a matriculated status.  One exception to the undergraduate status 
is detailed in the section entitled “Length of Scholarship Eligibility.” 

 
TUITION, MANDATORY FEES, AND BOOK ALLOWANCE 
 
1. The HOPE Scholarship covers tuition and HOPE-approved mandatory 

fees, rounded up to the nearest whole dollar.  HOPE Scholarship funds 
awarded for tuition and fees can only be applied to tuition and fees, not 
other expenses such as room and board. 

 
2. A student who meets all of the eligibility requirements for a HOPE 

Scholarship to seek a degree at a Georgia public institute is also eligible 
for a book allowance. 

 



3. A student is eligible for the book allowance regardless of his or her 
eligibility for other types or sources of financial aid. 

 
4. The institution will allow a book allowance payment of $100 per 

quarter/$150 per semester if the student is at least half-time (six or more 
hours).  A student who is enrolled for less than half-time will receive $50 
per quarter/$75 per semester.  The book allowance must be used to 
purchase books and/or supplies for the student’s course of study. 

 
JUNIOR (3RD TIER) ELIGIBILITY 
(MOST MCG STUDENTS ENTER AS JUNIORS OR SENIORS) 
 
1. The student must have attempted at least 60 semester/90 quarter credit 

hours but not more than 90 semester/135 quarter hours.  The student must 
also have a cumulative grade point average of at least 3.0 at the end of the 
term he or she attempted at least 60 semester/90 quarter hours.  Eligibility 
as a freshman (1st tier) or sophomore (2nd tier) is not a factor.  A non-
traditional student may enter the HOPE Scholarship Program at either 
point if he or she meets all other requirements. 

 
2. A student who was a HOPE recipient seeking a degree during his or her 

freshman year (1st tier), but failed to earn a 3.0 cumulative grade average 
at the end of the term he or she attempted at least 30 semester/45 quarter 
hours, can regain HOPE eligibility if his or her cumulative grade point 
average is 3.0 at the end of the term he or she attempted at least 60 
semester/90 quarter hours. 

 
SENIOR (4TH TIER) ELIGIBILITY 
 
1. The student must have attempted at least 90 semester/135 quarter credit 

hours but not more that 127 semester/190 quarter hours.  The student must 
also have a cumulative grade point average of at least 3.0 at the end of the 
term he or she attempted at least 90 semester/135 quarter hours.  
Eligibility as a freshman (1st tier), sophomore (2nd tier) or junior (3rd tier) 
is not a factor.  A non-traditional student may enter the HOPE Scholarship 
Program at this point if he or she meets all other requirements. 

 
2. A student who was a HOPE recipient seeking a degree during his or her 

freshman year (1st tier), but failed to earn a 3.0 cumulative grade average 
at the end of the term he or she attempted at least 30 semester/45 quarter 
hours, can regain HOPE eligibility if his or her cumulative grade point 
average is 3.0 at the end of the term he or she attempted at least 90 
semester/135 quarter hours. 

 
3. A student who was a HOPE recipient seeking a degree during his or her 

sophomore year (2nd tier), but failed to earn a 3.0 cumulative grade 



average at the end of the term he or she attempted at least 60 semester/90 
quarter hours, can regain HOPE eligibility if his or her cumulative grade 
point average is 3.0 at the end of the term he or she attempted at least 90 
semester/135 quarter hours. 

 
SATISFACTORY ACADEMIC PROGRESS 
 
A student must maintain satisfactory academic progress in a course of study in 
accordance with the standards and practices used for federal Title IV programs by 
the postsecondary institution at which the student is enrolled.  To determine 
eligibility, the institution must apply the same satisfactory academic progress 
policy as used for federal Title IV programs. 
 
SELECTIVE SERVICE REGISTRATION 
 
A student must meet federal Title IV Selective Service registration requirements.  
The requirement to register applies to males who were born on or after January 1, 
1960, are at least 18, are citizens or eligible non-citizens, and are not currently on 
active duty in the armed forces. 
 
DEFAULT AND REFUND 
 
A student must not be in default on a federal Title IV or State of Georgia 
educational loan nor owe a refund on a Title IV or State of Georgia student 
financial aid program.  If the student has repaid the defaulted loan or refund in 
full, he or she is eligible to receive HOPE assistance beginning with the term in 
which repayment was made in full, but not for previous terms. 
 
POSTSECONDARY CUMULATIVE GRADE POINT AVERAGE 
 
1. The postsecondary cumulative grade point average used to determine 

HOPE eligibility for a renewal student, a student entering HOPE at the 30 
semester/45 quarter, 60 semester/90 quarter hour checkpoint, 90 
semester/135 hour checkpoint or a transfer student must be calculated by 
the institution the student is attending, and must be based on all college 
credit hours attempted after high school graduation. 

 
2. Just as credit hours attempted prior to high school graduation do not count 

toward the 127 semester/190 quarter hour limit, the grades for those 
classes are not included in the HOPE cumulative grade point average. 

 
3. Credit hours earned by examination are not included. 
 
4. All other college credit hours attempted (hours attempted while seeking a 

degree) at all postsecondary institutions the student attended and their 
corresponding grades must be included in the HOPE cumulative grade 



point average, regardless of what hours are accepted by the institution the 
student is currently attending even if the course was repeated or if the 
course was “forgiven” by the institution. 

 
5. Credit hours attempted as part of a diploma or certificate program of study 

are not considered to be college credit hours and therefore should not be 
counted, unless those hours are accepted toward a degree. 

 
6. Learning support, remedial courses and Independent Study are paid by 

HOPE and are included in the 127 semester/190 quarter hour limit and all 
corresponding grades must be included in the HOPE cumulative grade 
point average. 

 
7. Students who obtain a grade change should notify the financial aid office 

within 30 days of the grade change.  If the grade change makes the student 
eligible for HOPE, the student can be awarded retroactively in the current 
award year.  If the grade change affects the student’s eligibility from the 
previous award year, the HOPE award can be adjusted in the current 
award year. 

 
8. Credit hours attempted that appear on a student’s transcript as an 

“incomplete” should be included when determining 30 semester/45 
quarter, 60 semester/90 quarter, and 90 semester/135 quarter hour 
checkpoints, but not in the calculation of quality points when determining 
the grade average.  The student’s HOPE Scholarship should be awarded or 
denied at the checkpoint, based on the grade average at that point.  If the 
student was denied, but later becomes eligible when the grade for the 
“incomplete” is eventually reported, the student is eligible to receive 
HOPE payment retroactively within the award year and to be awarded 
until the next checkpoint.  Retroactive HOPE awards for previous award 
years should be added to the current award year.  If the student was 
awarded, but later becomes ineligible when the grade for the “incomplete” 
is eventually reported, then future HOPE awards must be canceled until 
the next checkpoint and the student and the Authority must be notified by 
the institution that the student owes a repayment of the HOPE funds 
received since the previous checkpoint.  The repayment is owed by the 
student even if it was in a previous award year.  The institution will be 
held harmless by the Authority for the repayment. 

 
9. The HOPE grade point average should be calculated by the office that is 

normally responsible for calculating the institution’s grade point average 
and attempted hours.  The institution should calculate the HOPE grade 
point average to the hundredth decimal, example 2.99. 

 
 
 



TRANSFER STUDENTS 
 
1. A student transferring from one HOPE-eligible public institution to 

another is eligible for a HOPE Scholarship if all eligibility requirements 
continue to be met. 

 
2. A student transferring from a HOPE-eligible private college or university 

to a HOPE-eligible public institution is eligible for a HOPE Scholarship if 
he or she meets all the requirements, just as if he or she had been attending 
a HOPE-eligible public institution. 

 
3. A student transferring from an out-of-state institution or a Georgia 

institution that is not HOPE-eligible to an eligible public institution is 
eligible for a HOPE Scholarship if he or she meets all requirements, just as 
if the student had been attending a HOPE-eligible public institution. 

 
LENGTH OF SCHOLARSHIP ELIGIBILITY 
 
1. The student may receive the HOPE Scholarship awards through the term 

that he or she attempts at least 30 semester/45 quarter credit hours and is 
eligible for a HOPE Scholarship; and 

 
2. If the student maintains a 3.0 grade average after the term that he or she 

attempted 30 semester/45 quarter credit hours, the student may receive 
HOPE Scholarship awards for 31 semester/46 quarter through 60 
semester/90 quarter hours attempted; and 

 
3. If the student maintains a 3.0 grade average after the term that he or she 

attempted 60 semestr/90 quarter hours, the student may receive the HOPE 
Scholarship for 61 semester/91 quarter through 90 semester/135 quarter 
hours attempted; and 

 
4. If the student maintains a 3.0 grade average after the term that he or she 

attempted 90 semester/135 quarter hours, the student may receive the 
HOPE Scholarship for 91 semester/136 quarter through 127 semester/190 
quarter hours attempted; and 

 
5. A student may receive the HOPE Scholarship for a total of 127 

semester/190 quarter credit hours attempted.  The 127 semester/190 
quarter hours includes remedial and all regular college credit courses 
attempted after high school graduation.  If a student enters the term with 
less than 127 semester/190 quarter hours attempted and enrolls for more 
than 127 semester/190 quarter hours, he or she is eligible for payment for 
the full number of hours enrolled for that term.  One exception to the 127 
semester/190 quarter-hour cap is for the student enrolled in a specific 
undergraduate degree program, which is designed to be more than 127 



semester/190 quarter hours in length.  That student is eligible for a total of 
150 semester/225 quarter hours attempted, or the number of hours 
required for graduation, whichever is less, if he or she has a 3.0 average 
after the term in which 127 semester/190 quarter hours were attempted.  
The student is eligible for payment for the full number of hours enrolled 
the final term.  Regardless o the number of hours attempted, once the 
student has earned a bachelor’s degree, he or she is ineligible for a HOPE 
Scholarship to seek another degree. 

 
6. A student who meets all other requirements for senior (4th tier) eligibility, 

except that hi or she is classified at the professional level rather than as an 
undergraduate is eligible if he or she was accepted into the professional 
level program of student prior to receiving a bachelor’s degree.  Such 
student is held to the 150 semester/225 quarter-hour cap. 

 
TRANSIENT STUDENTS 
 
A transient student is eligible to receive HOPE payment if all other eligibility 
requirements are met.  Both the home institution and the host institution must be 
eligible Georgia institutions participating in the HOPE program.  The host 
institution awards HOPE funds to the transient student based on certification of 
eligibility from the home institution.  The HOPE award should be the amount the 
student would normally receive at the host institution if he or she were a regular 
student, rather that a transient student.  The host institution reports HOPE 
payment for transient students to the Authority in the same manner in which it 
reports HOPE payments.  Upon return to the home institution, the host institution 
shall provide information necessary for the home school to determine continued 
HOPE eligibility. 
 
DISTANCE LEARNING STUDENTS 
 
A Distance Learning student is eligible to receive HOPE payment if all other 
eligibility requirements are met.  The institution offering the Distance Learning 
course work must be an institution participating in the HOPE Program.  Student 
taking course work through more than one institution during the same term are 
eligible to receive HOPE payment from each institution.  The payment process for 
Distance Learning students is the same as for transient students.  Distance 
Learning students are eligible to receive HOPE payment from each institution to 
cover the tuition charged by the institution, HOPE-approved mandatory fees for 
Distance Learning students, and the HOPE book allowance.  The only HOPE-
approved mandatory fee for Distance Learning students attending DTAE 
institutions is the Registration Fee.  The only HOPE-approved mandatory fee for 
Distance Learning students attending Georgia University System institutions is 
the Technology Fee. 
 
 



STUDY ABROAD PROGRAMS 
 
A student enrolled in a matriculating status at a HOPE-eligible institution in 
Georgia may qualify for HOPE payment while participating in a Study Abroad 
program.   Study Abroad programs or International-Intercultural Studies programs 
are college credit-earning programs of study that include travel outside the United 
States.  The student’s HOPE-eligible home institution must approve the Study 
Abroad program for credit toward the student’s degree program prior to the 
student’s departure.  The HOPE award for tuition should be the amount the 
student would normally receive at the home institution for an equal number of 
credit hours attempted.  Only HOPE-approved fees normally charged to Study 
Abroad students are covered by HOPE.  Study Abroad student are eligible to 
receive the HOPE book allowance if they meet all other normal requirements for 
the book allowance.  HOPE payment must take place through the HOPE-eligible 
home institution, unless the student is participating in a Study Abroad program 
via another HOPE-eligible institution, then the process described in the above 
TRANSIENT STUDENTS section may be followed as an alternative.  The 
HOPE-eligible home institution may coordinate the Study Abroad program 
through institutions that are not eligible to participate in the HOPE program.  For 
example, the student’s HOPE-eligible home institution may have an arrangement 
with an out-of-state institution’s Study Abroad Program. 
 
ALTERNATIVE STUDY PROGRAMS 
 
A student enrolled in a matriculating status at a HOPE-eligible institution in 
Georgia may qualify for HOPE payment while participating in an Alternative 
Study program.  Alternative Study programs are college credit-earning programs 
of study that include travel outside the State of Georgia but within the United 
States.  Alternative Study programs may be in conjunction with postsecondary 
institutions in other states.  For example, a HOPE-eligible institution may have an 
arrangement with a postsecondary institution in another state in which a group of 
their students spend the summer term at the out-of-state institution to take 
advantage of unique resources available to that institution.  The HOPE-eligible 
home institution must approve the Alternative Study program for credit toward 
the student’s degree, prior to the student’s departure.  The HOPE award for tuition 
should be the amount the student would normally receive at the home institution 
for an equal number of credit hours attempted.  Only HOPE-approved fees 
normally charged to Alternative Study students are covered by HOPE.  
Alternative Study students are eligible to receive the HOPE book allowance if 
they meet all other normal requirements for the book allowance.  HOPE payment 
must take place through the HOPE-eligible home institution. 
 
HOURS LIMITATION 
 
1. If the student is otherwise eligible to participate in the HOPE Scholarship, 

but is not paid because his or her tuition and fees are already covered by 



other aid, the credit hours attempted that term still apply to the hours 
limitation.  Regardless of the amount of payment the student receives for a 
term or the number of credit hours for which he or she paid, the total 
number of credit hours attempted for that term will be applied to his or her 
credit hours total. 

 
2. Credit hours for duplicate courses attempted will count toward the credit 

hour limit. 
 
3. Any credit hours attempted or earned before high school graduation (i.e., 

hours exempted by examination, advanced placement credit hours or joint 
enrollment hours) do not count against the credit hour limit.  If the 
institution is not readily able to identify such credits, then the institution 
may rely on the student to advise the institution of credit hours attempted 
prior to high school graduation, subject to verification. 

 
4. Courses that are audited are not paid for by HOPE nor counted as hours 

attempted and are not considered to be college credit. 
 
LEARNING SUPPORT 
 
A student who is seeking a degree and is required to participate in learning 
support (remedial) coursework is eligible to receive HOPE payment for such 
coursework. Learning support credit hours shall count toward the 127 semester/ 
190 quarter hour limit. 
 
CONTINUING EDUCATION 
 
HOPE funds cannot be applied to the costs of a continuing education course. 
 
ASSOCIATE OF APPLIED SCIENCE AND BACHELOR OF APPLIED 
SCIENCE PROGRAMS 
 
Students transferring from certificate/diploma programs into Associate of Applied 
Science (AAS) or Bachelor of Applied Science (BAS) degree programs receive a 
“block” of credit hours for course work taken in the certificate/diploma program, 
rather than on a course-by-course basis.  In order to determine the number of 
hours attempted for purposed of HOPE eligibility, the value of the “block” of 
credit hours is dependent upon the number of hours the student is required to 
complete in order to receive an AAS or BAS degree. 
 

B. HOPE SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION AND AWARD PROCESS FOR 
DEGREE-SEEKING STUDENTS ATTENDING PUBLIC POSTSECONDARY 
INSTITUTIONS 

 
 APPLICATION PROCESS 
 



1. An applicant must complete either the Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA) or the HOPE Scholarship application.  Regardless 
of a student’s family income, he or she is not required to complete the 
FAFSA in order to apply for a HOPE Scholarship. 

 
2. Some institutions may also require that students complete the institution’s 

application for financial aid.  A student should check with the institution 
he or she plans to attend for the appropriate form(s). 

 
APPLICATION DEADLINE 
 
A student must complete the application process through the institution’s financial 
aid office before the end of Spring Term 2005, in order to be paid for the 2004-
2005 award year.  
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